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Assumptions & Limiting Conditions 
 
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, and experience to examine trees, 
recommend measures to enhance their health and beauty, and attempt to reduce the risk of living near 
ǘǊŜŜǎΦ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊōƻǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
advice. 
 
Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly compromise the structure of a tree. Trees 
are living organisms that may fail in unpredictable or poorly understood ways. Conditions are often 
hidden internally or underground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under 
all circumstances, or for a specific period of time. 
 
Treatment, pruning, and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of arborist 
services, such as property boundaries, property ownership, sight lines, neighbor or landlord-tenant 
disputes, etc. The person contracting the arborist accepts full responsibility for authorizing 
recommended treatments. 
 
Unless stated otherwise: 1) Information provided in this report applies only to trees that were inspected 
and reflects the condition of those trees at the time. 2) Inspection is limited to visual assessment from 
ground level and accessible areas; no excavation, sampling, or testing was performed. 3) There is no 
guarantee that tree problems or deficiencies will not arise in the future. Conditions change over time; to 
live near a tree is to accept some degree of risk. 
 
I hereby declare that the below statements and information are true to the best of my professional 
knowledge and belief. 
 
 
 
 

Signature:      ________________________ Date:      ______________________ August 1, 2022 
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Background 
 

This report concerns heritage oak trees at 15860 Jackson Oaks Dr, Morgan Hill. 

The lot is vacant. Proposed development of a single-family home would require 

removal of two tree. A Plus was contracted to assess the trees and provide a 

peer review of the arborist report submitted with the development application. 

 

Observations 1. Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, 41.5+18.5έ DBH 

¶ Condition is fair-to-poor: 95% live crown area, but overextended and 
heavy branches; many dead interior branches and cavities with 
moderate response growth; trunk sounding is okay. This is the typical 
natural condition for the species. 

¶ Crown weight is lopsided dramatically toward the center of the lot. 

¶ Reasonable development of the lot would require very heavy pruning of 
the canopy and critical root zone. 

¶ Exterior wall of the proposed development runs through the trunk. 

¶ Recommend removal and replacement. 
 
2. Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, 29έ DBH 

¶ Condition is poor: 95% live crown area, but overextended branches; 
several dead interior branches and some cavities with moderate to good 
response growth. The lowest dead/broken branch has introduced heart 
rot into the trunk. Sounding seems ƻƪŀȅ нΩ ōŜƭƻǿ the scar tissue. 

¶ Crown weight is lopsided toward the center of the lot. 

¶ An уΩ ǘŀƭƭ seam/scar up the trunk is a textbook shear fracture caused by 
torsional stress from wind on the lopsided canopy. It is less than 10 years 
old and does not appear to be growing, but likely extends through most 
of the trunk and makes the tree more prone to future failure. 

¶ Patio of the proposed development falls within trunk. 

¶ Recommend removal and replacement. Weight reduction pruning, 
cabling, and careful monitoring could help mitigate the risk. 

 
3. Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, 26έ DBH 

¶ Condition is good-to-fair: 95% live crown area, some overextended or 
dead branches; trunk sounding is okay. Typical specimen. 

¶ Proposed development appears to be clear of the canopy. 

¶ Recommend retention. Prune for end weight and dead wood, remove 
lowest branches if they impact use of the yard. 

 
4. Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, 37έ DBH 

¶ Condition is fair: 95% live crown area, many branches are overextended 
and heavy. A codominant stem was removed in the distant past; good 
scar development but it did not fully seal. Some heart rot is likely. 

¶ Weight is offset toward the ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƪΤ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ the 
canopy overhangs the deck and yard. 

¶ Proposed development appears to be clear of the canopy. 

¶ Recommend retention. Prune for end weight and dead wood, especially 
over neighborΩs property. 

Discussion I agree with the conclusions of the original arborist report. 
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 See pictures and comments on pages 4-7. 
 
 

Recommendation A Plus Tree recommends removal of trees #1-2 to facilitate safe development of 

the lot. Replacement trees can be planted in the front or rear of the lot once 

construction is complete. Trees #3-4 should be retained and protected during 

construction, and pruned every 2-4 years to manage crown weight. 
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1. Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, 41.5+18.5έ DBH 

¶ Condition is fair-to-poor: 95% live crown area, but overextended and heavy branches; many 
dead interior branches and cavities with moderate response growth; trunk sounding is okay. 
This is the typical natural condition for the species. 

¶ Crown weight is lopsided dramatically toward the center of the lot. 

¶ Reasonable development of the lot would require very heavy pruning of the canopy and 
critical root zone. 

¶ Exterior wall of the proposed development runs through the trunk. 

¶ Recommend removal and replacement. 
 
The tree occupies the most level area of the lot and would need to be heavily pruned even for a 
modest development. The tree may be able to tolerate removing half of the canopy toward center-
lot, but it is unlikely to recover from similar damage to the critical root zone. Cutting or otherwise 
damaging roots close the trunk has three major risks: 1) it removes the treeΩs physical support system, 
such that the tre could topple over; 2) it introduces pathogens into the base of the trunk, which can 
kill the tree or weaken the wood; 3) it reduces water and nutrient uptake, which weakens the treeΩs 
ability to cope with damage or disease. 
 
If the lot is to be developed, removal and replacement of this tree is the safest option. 
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2. Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, 29έ DBH 

¶ Condition is poor: 95% live crown area, but overextended branches; several dead interior 
branches and some cavities with moderate to good response growth. The lowest dead/broken 
branch has introduced heart rot into the trunk. Sounding seems ƻƪŀȅ нΩ ōŜƭƻǿ the scar tissue. 

¶ Crown weight is lopsided toward the center of the lot. 

¶ An уΩ ǘŀƭƭ seam/scar up the trunk is a textbook shear fracture caused by torsional stress from 
wind on the lopsided canopy. It is less than 10 years old and does not appear to be growing, 
but likely extends through most of the trunk and makes the tree more prone to future failure. 

¶ Patio of the proposed development falls within trunk. 

¶ Recommend removal and replacement. Weight reduction pruning, cabling, and careful 
monitoring could help mitigate the risk. 

 
Shear cracks develop along the wood grain as a result of bending or twisting. They can run completely 
through the trunk, separating it into two halves that slide over one another as the tree shifts and 
bends in the wind. Eventually, the crack can enlarge and causes the two halves can split apart 
completely. This type of damage puts a tree at increased risk of failure, especially when combined 
with other defects or decayτsuch as the heart rot working its way into the trunk. 
 
This tree could be retained with heavy pruning and cabling or support beams, but I feel that removal 
and replacement is safer and more practical long term. Removing the tree in 10-20 years will be much 
more difficult with a house in the way, and a sapling planted now would grow into a 30Ω tree in that 
time. 
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3. Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, 26έ DBH 

¶ Condition is good-to-fair: 95% live crown area, some overextended or dead branches; trunk 
sounding is okay. Typical specimen. 

¶ Proposed development appears to be clear of the canopy. 

¶ Recommend retention. Prune for end weight and dead wood, remove lowest branches if they 
impact use of the yard. 

 


